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FIND AN FPD DEALER NEAR YOU AT FARRIERPRODUCTS.COM/LOCATIONS

Kerckhaert Efficiencies Create 
Lower Cost for SX-10 Unclipped 
Shoes 
Kerckhaert has developed a 
new system to produce the 
SX-10 Unclipped shoes.  The 
reduced material and 
production costs of this 
system allows them to 
provide a much more 
competitive price. This is one 
more step Kerckhaert is 
taking in finding ways to 
improve on production 
efficiencies to combat the inflationary pressures of the last few 
years.   
 
The Kerckhaert SX-10 is the first 10mm Kerckhaert shoe in a 
front and hind pattern punched for City and Combo Slim nails. 
These shoes are symmetrical and feature a full balanced toe, 
extra thickness, graduated widths and a 10 nail hole pattern. 
The SX-10 is an excellent choice if you are looking for 
additional strength, wear, nailing and modification options. 
Punched for 5 City, 5 Combo Slim and 6 Combo Slim nails.  
 
Ask your FPD Dealer for details!

Simply the Best Hoof 
Treatment Products 
This is the time of year when thrush, white line and 
other hoof problems seem to crop up everywhere.  
FPD dealers offer a good group of treatments 
available to deal with these issues.  The new Plexus 
Gel is a good treatment for White Line and Thrush; 
Allen’s Blue Powder, FootPro CS Plus and 
Hawthorne Sole Pack are popular and effective 
items, as well.  When things really go south, and 
you need repair materials, try Vettec products and 
FootPro Cast for patches and rebuilds that may be 
needed.  
 
Find an FPD Dealer near you carrying these 
products at farrierproducts.com/locations.

BY DAVE FARLEY 
 
“WHITE LINE” DISEASE is a problem that is affecting all breeds of 
horses. It can be an absolute nightmare to deal with. It knows no 
boundaries. I have seen it in many areas of the United States and in 
all breeds. I have seen it in barefoot as well as shod horses and it 
occurs in the best barns as well as the worst. 

In Fran Jurga’s book, Understanding the Equine Foot, it is 
mentioned that until recently there was no name for the 

Treating White Line Disease

Muddy, wet conditions 
seem to increase likelihood 
of white line disease.

Muddy, wet conditions 
seem to increase likelihood 
of white line disease.



2. This foot was patched without 
debriding and treating for white line 
first. Notice that wall is undermined 
on both sides. 3. On another foot, 
this lateral view shows an area that 
has been debrided. Clipped shoe 
to help hold. 4. Medial side of 
same foot - you have to take out all 
the infected area.
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Follow Fran Jurga’s Blog at https://hoofcare.blogspot.com/.

microorganism that causes this cancerous like invasion of the 
hoof wall. According to Jurga, Dr, Chris Pollitt (a research 
scientist at the University of Queensland in Australia) has 
named them keratinolytic microorganisms. He describes 
them as aggressive organisms of unknown origin. 
Unfortunately, no one knows for certain whether the 
microorganisms come from dirt, water, or even air. We only 
know that it seems to thrive in warm, moist environments. 

If you notice a hoof that has a separation that does not 
want to grow down, beware. It may be shelly in appearance 
from the outside and you may have difficulty keeping solid 
clinches in that area. The exterior wall may even fall out 
when rasping and clinching. When the hoof is dry you may 
notice a chalky appearance in the area of separation. These 
are all signs of this aggressive disease. 

If you look at a hoof with these problems you will 
notice that the separation is in the hoof wall itself, just 
outside the white line. You will also notice that the problem 
may only affect one foot. It may begin with problems in one 
or two areas you nail in, but soon the problem is magnified 
as we help the spread by attempts to get solid nails. We 
create more openings for the movement of the disease. On 
improperly balanced feet or horses with conformation faults 
the hoof wall often suffers even more separation resulting in 
difficult flares, long toes (seedy toe), and underrun heels 
that crush and become hollow. The hooves are soon falling 
apart, losing all consistency. 

It soon becomes obvious that we have a serious problem. 
When it is in the early stages the temptation is to patch the 
weak wall with various repair materials. In fact, by patching we 
are enhancing the environment in which white line thrives. 
Moisture is trapped below the repair material and no oxygen 
reaches the affected area.  

Treatment of this disease requires complete debriding of 
the affected area. Be careful not to damage the white line 
itself. Remove only the outer wall that is cracked, shelly or 
undermined. FPD distributes a range of products for treating 
white line disease. Keep the feet dry and treat daily. Severe 
cases may require pulling the shoes and putting the horse 
on stall rest. 

Don’t patch at this time. Allow the hoof time to grow 
down and replace the affected areas. I use clipped shoes and 
even heartbars to support the wall which has been weakened. 
There are various hoof supplements on the market that can 
help speed up the process of growing new, healthy wall.  

Once you’ve exposed the hoof and cut away the affected 
area your owners need to do all they can to keep the feet as 
dry as possible. Horses that are in wet, muddy areas seem to 
be affected more frequently than those in dry environments. 
Good, basic hygiene means the feet have to be picked regularly 
and given regular hoof maintenance. Stalls have to be cleaned 
well and should be disinfected and kept as dry as possible. The 
environment is involved in most of the cases I have seen. 

It is a difficult, if not impossible, problem to diagnose in 
the very earliest stages. If you have any suspicions that you 
may be dealing with a white line problem treat it immediately. 
The longer you go before treatment the more damage you will 
have to contend with. n

Treatment 
n Debride the affected area, completely removing any weak or 

undermined wall 
n Medicate daily 
n Pack large voids with cotton soaked with medication 
n Stall rest in a clean, dry environment 

Some advice for your owners 
n Try to keep the horses out of muddy, wet areas 
n Dry the feet immediately after bathing, including the bottom of the hoof 
n Clean stalls thoroughly on a daily basis and pick as often as possible 
n Allow wet stalls to dry out completely and lime to help disinfect 
n Pick the feet several times a day, especially after horse has been in a wet or 

muddy area 
n Don’t ask that the affected area be covered with repair materials - this will 

only make matters worse 

WHITE LINE DISEASE TREATMENTS


